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Svru gun, 


| Ba ER me to make bote * mier 
on the Reſolutions of your late Meeting; 
and to examine ſome poſitions, which are 
the baſis and ground-work of thoſe *_ 
Reſolutions. | This indulgence you will 
no doubt grant me in the free ſpirit of 
toleration ; for according to that ſpirit, 
vou cannot reaſonably deny, even to a 
Member of the Eſtabliſh d Church, the 
oy liberty of approving or condemning "_ | 
8 9255 have publiſh'd for general inſpedtion; 
Co HR _ Your 
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"Your fir Article ſets forth, 45 cc 9 as „ 


/ 


4 | 


EY Proteſtant Diſſenters you entertain no 


* principles which are inconſiſtent with the 
4 welfare of the Preſent Government.” 


1. the framing of this Reſolution, Wo 


| bs ſeems to have eſcaped your recollection, . 


| that the Government of this Country i is . 
of a Twofold Nature, Civil and Eccle- e 
ſiaſtical. Now though you are aſſuredly 92 


tainly are diſſatisfied with the Eccle A 


well affected to the Civil, yet you cer- 

tical 
Government. The very term by which 

you are pleaſed to call yourſelves implies phe 
thus much, But, Gentlemen, if you diſ- 8 


approve of che Eccleſiaſtical Government, | . : 


you do“ entertain principles inconſiſtent "=D 
; with the welfare of the preſent Govern» Noe 


ment 3 for it 8 welfare depends on this 


fundamental principle, that Church and 
Sen ſhould be moo united. ou 
| 3 deny 


2 {td 1. 
15 bey this which to our apa 1 1 


RA TIOxAL DoerRINE : : Vou with to ſet Ds 
up Syſtems of Religion independent of. the : 


State, the very fault into which the Catho- ele, 


licks fell before the Reformation : : You 5 
| acknowledge not the King as Head of 


. the Church: You difallow. the appoint- p 
ment of his Eccleſiaſtical Miniſters : : You dh 


would aboliſh Epiſcopacy, and would not 
uſe even a Reformed Liturgy. Believe me, 

theſe your princiÞles are mention 'd with 5 
out the moſt diſtant idea of aggravation : 1 
| they are adduced merely to prove the i 


| aſſertion, that ſo long as the int ret ar 


Church and State is one and the ſame, and 


| you continue to diſapprove of any Church : 


- Government, you do ** entertain principles 


: which are inconſiſtent with the welfare of : 


+ the preſent Government; * becauſe part of 3 
| that Oovernititie is Eccleſiaſtical, which 7 
| you would wiſh to ceaſe, 
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von will deny it to be wat the e of "+ 

3s preſent Government, that Church 
and State ſhould 172 united. You have an 
indiſputable right to deny this or any 5 


55 poſition, if you judge it proper ſo to do. 


* i 


But then by the ſame privilege of each : 
| man' 8 thinking and ſpeaking for himſelf, 4 
| we of the Eſtabliſhment have. ſurely the © 


ſame right to aſſert what you deny. and as 
we have at leaſt as much reaſon for our 


255 afertim as you for your denial; as we have 


| the ſanction of experience for many years to 


: confirm that reaſon ; as moreover we have 


our Conſtitution founded on the very prin- 


ciple of Inſeparable Union between Church 


and State; we as good Citizens, no leſs than 
ſound reaſoners think it proper, becauſe 
ſelutary, becauſe Conſtitutional, that the 


= Government Civil and Eccleſiaſtical ſhould / 


| {till be united: and lo long as we retain theſe _ 
ſentiments, we cannot admit that contrary yi 


4x Prin- 


9 0 


principles are not inconſiſtent with public = 
ow and piklic welfare. 255 
1 Your — heh argues from 
wrong premiſes to a wrong concluſion, 
You © conceive it therefore a manifeſt in- 
Juſtice to be incapacitated from holding | 


"2 offices Of Truſt, Honour, and. Emolu- * 


5 ment, 5 * | 


ende 40 not grant. the firſt part of 
your former Reſolution : on the contrary 
uwe prove from your avowed diſpoſition 
towards the Church Eſtabliſhment, that 
you do entertain principles inconſiſtent 
with the welfare of the preſent Govern- 5 
ment. 80 long therefore as you entertain 


_— principles, Government cannot en- 


coufage thoſe principles by putting you 
into places of Truſt, and thus giving you 
power to operate againſt 1 it's own Exiſtence | 
in it's Preſent Fe orm. jy 


3 


1 10 


11 is not a fair ab tas, ce chat 7 


555 8 incapacitated from holding offices of ; 
: Truſt, Honour, and Emolument, FT by Go- 
VEENMENT : 7 the intcapacity originates | 
from yourſelves, and reſts with | you, 
Suppoſe a Church-man ſhould offer him- 
ſelf as a Candidate for any place to be | 
dilpoſed, of | by Diſſenters, and properly 


5 given to perſons of their perſuaſion; 3 n 


Elder's or Preacher's place for inſtance; 
vou would reject him as not being of your 
principles, Did he complain that you 


injur'd him by incapacitating him; your 

5 anſwer would be < that not you, but him 

ſelf, cauſed the incapatity,” as he held 
opinions which did not correſpond with | 0 

your views. Suppoſe again, a Prieſt of a 

| the Eſtabliſh d Church ſhould with to exer- 


eiſe ſome Trade; or to repreſent a Borough : 
| or er Seb r Lav diss 2 Prieſt to be- 


Top. 


come a Farmer, Merchant, or — | 
turer; it forbids alſo a Prieſt (though not 
a Deacon) to fit in the Houſe of Com- 


b mons, becauſe he is incapacitated by his — 
Order: but the incapacity was his own 


" 
© ” 


- cauſe to complain. By one or other of 
theſe caſes your mcapacity may be illaſ- 
trated : Vou chooſe to maintain principles, 
which do not accord with one part of the 
Government; and Government does not 
think it expedient to encourage thoſe your | 
principles: vo cherefore Wannen 1 2 — 


In your third Reſolution, © As Englim- 
men, you fe] for che dilgrace which + thoſe 


Voluntary act; he has therefore no Juſt 


— — — —— 


n iN 


: unjuſtly Aigrativing a numerous « body of Xx” 


well-deſerving Men, and Wage them 3 


| 2 of, gat CN e 
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21. 1 


ig That among Difenters oy ALL ende | 

| nations are Thouſands, each of whom 

5 : Individually i is well-deſerving, what man 
will dare deny? Many of the Diſſenters 


the writer of this eſteems; all of them ba 2 
Wan, oſed to treat with reſpect: difference 


bol opinion operates not on liberal minds 


in private life to the diminution of good 
0 neighbourhood, ſocial conver ſe, and. active 


friendſhip, To the deſerts of Individuals 


be given the moſt unbounded approbation: 
it is their due: but from the General 


5 


PRINCIPLES of ſome LAROE Bopigs' | 
approbation may. ſurely be witheld, with- : 
out breach of Charity, or 


Liberty. Not with Individual Men, „but 


with the General Feinciples of Commun, 
nities 1 


N ; "4 þ 7 4 ; 
NI * oY 4 4 7 
* 


violation f 


K Sl 


% 


nities are we 1 - Aid there are 


Tome General Principles which ſeparate : 1 
| Numerous Body from us: we do not re- 
be them, themſelves ſeparate from us: 


there i is no ſtigma on either ſide, ſo far as 
we conceive or intend: moſt efſuredly we 
affix no ſtigma to any ſect or party. Our | 85 
Laws eſtabliſh. certain forms of Govern- 

ment: many diſlike thoſe forms: they 


refuſe to ſupport the forms which they 5 


diſlike: : they ſecede voluntarily and with= 


out moleſtation. Where is the ſtigma in 


all this ? 2 


Ja *{; 


But; your. c third Reſolution. affects that 
you are deprived of your cc Rights and ; 
P rivileges.” In this part of your Reſolu -n 


tion you aſſume, as granted, the very point ; 


on which the main controverſy turns, i. e. 


Whether offices of Truſt, Honour, and : 


> Fmolument, be Rien re, which every 
Citizen | 


115 15 * 


* a | j . 


f Citizen may DEMAND; one equally with x F 


_ another, whatever may be his principles Pt 
TE” This point deſerves ſome diſcuſſion: and 


3, that we may enter deeply into the ſubject, 5 


e us ſtate the Rights of Man as an Indi- 


vidual, and the e of Man as TR. 


* Citizen. 


a an 1 Man 8 a Right t to 


Eon | think as he pleaſes on all ſubjects: to G 
FO, only is he accountable for the rectitude 


* deprovity of his * by, 


i PE Individual, he has a Right to 
wotſhip in private after whatever form he 
: ny 7580 mo CIR to the wan, 


ll "As! a Citizen, hs has a 1 toilet 
: freedom of perſon, ſecurity of property, 5 
15 W adminiſtration of want 1 A 


» 
. ä 

1 

A t 

* « 
U 
, 
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- Ada ese he has A Righe 1 win | 
4 «id. others of ſimilar perſuaſion with 


worſhip in * manner not | offenſive to 
5 n, 


we a Ciriveiy. he has a Right 1 hinifel , 
or Repreſentative to give his aſſent to the 


Laws which are to govern him: but as 


eee e 


the collective body of Repreſentatives muſt 
be numerous, the nature of the caſe re- 
quires that he muſt forego prefling his GY, 

1 own will when the Majority of ON 
entaives 1s * Ds NT, 


"Digi, 3 no man les a politive | 
, Natural Right; for in no other point of 
view can Man be conſider'd as on a level 8 2 
with his Fellow Citizens ; : the next ſtep 5 
will place him in {ome office of Civil 
4 . Nerv the = fiſt ranch No 

0 : of 


2 himſelf in matters of Religion, and to 7 


* 


7 


bf VR bi 


of 1 is, | that Aber n be re- 


ceiv d by Conſent of thoſe over whom it is 
to be exerciſed : the Governor muſt * 
Ke by the Choice of the Governed. | 


Our whole Conſtitution i is founded on this 
Principle. "0-0 Town Corporate, | the ; 
Mayor is elected by Choice of the 


Burghers. In a County, the Repreſenta- 
tives are elected by Choice of the Conſti- 
tuents. In the higheſt place of Authority, 
the King rules not more by hereditary 8 
ſucceſſion than by Choice of his People. 2 
Civil Authority in this Country is no 


matter of Right: in no free Country can 


5 it be ſo: for wherever ſuch Authority 


can be claimed as Right, there Liberty ö 


| eraſes. On the contrary, Civil Authority 


is matter of Choice in thoſe who delegate 


it : and being of this nature, it may be 


] e on this or that Man at the plea- 
ſure of the Electors: and thaſe Electors 


by 


1 13 4 | 

by following! their own Penn do not . 
in the ſmalleſt degree injure any perſon | 
who may chance not to be the object of | 
their choice, if they withold from him 
| places of Civil Authority. With reſpect 

then to Civil Authority delegated from 


the People, either in a ſmall Community . 


to an Annual Magiſtrate, or from the 
Nation at large to the Supreme Governor, 
. we may conclude that Choice 18 the 
ſource from whence ſuch Authority origi- 
nates, and the foundation EY which it is 7 
. moſt u e 


Let us next ſee how the caſe nd, 1 5 
with reſpect to Authority devolving from 
the King to Subordinate Officers, in what- 
N ever capacity 1125 may be  ituated. 


The Kivgi * his Miniſters, (hon 
not in | his own perſon). is reſponſible « to 


11 oy” 
the Nation for the good adrniniftratich „ 
Public Affairs. It would however be 


5 | extremely unreaſonable to expect reſpon- . 


5 übility from Men, who. could not have 

| the power of employing under that, in | 

the numerous and various departments of 
Government, ſuch perſons as themſclves 
approve: becauſe in that caſe, reſpon- | 

5 ſibility would be required for meaſures 
which the King aid his Chief Miniſters. 

3 could not direct. To the King therefore . 
ãs neceſſarily left the Choice of his own 
immediate Miniſters, and of all who may 


9 5 ſerve the Crown. Not even in the Houſe 


of Lords can any one claim as his Right 
(unleſs by ſpecial hereditary grant) any 
office of Adminiſtration: every office is a 
gift beſtow d at the option of the Crown. 
Neither by any Member of the Houſe of 


Commons, nor by any perſon of the : 


5 m_ at large da ſuch Right be claim'd; 
Bo where : 


1 15 1 5 
| OY no ſpecial grant can be pleaded; 
: ; The King then mays and does chooſe his 1 5 
: Miniſters and. Servants ; and all appoint» 95 
ments to offices of Truſt, Honour, and 


Emolument under the Crown, are at the 
ſole diſpoſal of the Crown, not places to 
: be demanded of Right by any particular 
7 Subje&. Therefore although the perſon 
appointed to any ſuch office be favour d 


5 by the Crown, yet the perſon not ap- 


= pointed is not. injur'd, becauſe no Right 


” infringed. Offices given by Favour, and 
ces claim d of Right are widely different; | 


for the former, are ſet up Candidates, 1 


Who aſk; for the latter, Claimants who 
demand. But for offices held under Govern- 5 
ment no man (but in particular caſes) e 

ſumes to be a Claimant. we] 


As ſuch then, Gentlemen, is the nature 5 
of thoſe Offices to. which you are not ” 
| called; 


— 9 > OOO Sa IO 


L £ 
J. 
* 1 
3 


1 ws J 
called; and finws nm, to chem 
are matters of Choice in the Elector, not A 


of Right in the Elected; you have no 


ground to complain that you are deprived 


of your * « Rights and Privileges” in being : 


= kept out of them, for you never had a4 


N 


Right or Privilege independent of : 
Choice exerciſed by others, to Ll into 
M thoſe offices, 


You will 6; why than are we not 
e to ſuch offices? For theſe plain 


reaſons : „ A becauſe all perſons, with 
whom the power of chooſing reſides, will 


in Public Matters naturally prefer men 


who think like themſelves, to men of 


diſſimilar principles: : and 2dly. becauſe 
the Chief Magiſtrate, if he ſees (as he 
does in this Country) a great variety of 


6 Foncerns, will from pru dent con G erat 4 


of 


1 10 Fs | 


* 


of his own = give encourigeinent to 
| thoſe of his Subjects, whoſe principles are 
| moſt favourable to the Conſtitution F 
| which he is to rule. Good ſenſe” 
5 | quires that he ſhould do ſo. Then again, 
When he finds the advocates of principles 
; congenial with his Conſtitution. to be 0 
amongſt the warmeſt of his ſupporters, he 
will out of « humanity” protect them more 
eſpecially from any innovations dangerous | 
to their welfare: By the care therefore of 
Government to encourage and protect thoſe 
of it's Subjects, who in a partieular mauner 
avow themſelves attach'd to it's Civil and 
Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution United; the 
National Character for Liberty, Good 
Senſe, and Humanity will not appear to a 
| diſadvantage i in the opinion of thoſe, who 
1 will be at the pains to read the Hiſtory 
of the laſt and preſent Centuries, and who 
will but conſider the multifar.ous 8695 


'T 16 1 
into which the People of this Goth s 
are divided, The Liberty of no Man, nor 
Body of Men is violated: in good ſenſe ; 
= and common ſetiſe the Magiſtrate and 
People ſhould prefer friends in ALL parts 
to friends in son parts only: and by 


every conſideration of generoſity and com- 
| paſſion , the Chief Magiſtrate is bound to 


cheriſh thoſe, who. have devoted their 75 


abilities and their fortunes to Public Ser 
Vieo i in confidence of Public Protection. 


er Fourth Reſolution has Wos e, 775 
dation. It were indeed to be wiſh'd that 
the Sacrament ſhould not be adminiſter'd 


to the many unworthy perſons,” who take 


it merely to qualify. But let me ſpeak 
unequivocally. N Some Teſt of ROOT TOR 
ſhould, in my apprehenſion, be requir'd. 


of all who come into * of Civil 
: Autho- 


"Pe 


. Authority. | Inſtead of the — an 
Oath might be ſubſtituted ; the terms of © 
which Oath ſhould be fo explicit w.0 
| leave no room for doubting the Qualifier's _ 
actual ſupport of the Civil and Eccleſiaſtical 2, 
Government by Law Eftabliſh'd. "Thoſe 
who are real friends to BoTH parts of the 


Government, would willingly take ſuch 


4: 


an oath : thoſe who would object to this 
or any Teſt whatever, would probably not 
be friends to BorAH. But if an Oath be . 
judged improper, no objection could be / 5 
made to a Certificate ſtrongly worded, 
from ſome Miniſter whoſe Church the 
Candidate has been known to frequent: 
the Certificate ſhould expreſs that the 
Candidate was to all intents and purpoſes 


2 een Man. 


vou will cds me KY exproſing nn 
: dome concern, that your F ifth Reſolution 155 
"MF betrays 


4 


IT 


| betrays want of temper. The Epithets, | 
with which you reproach Statutes, that as 
Vet are Laws of the preſent Government, 


IT not come with ſtrict propriety from 


5 perſons who affirm #* that their attachment 


has been exceeded by no deſcription. of 
men whatever,” (Reſol. x. i To; cenſure g 
with the aſperity which marks this F ifth, 
| and the Third Reſolution, is rather an 


uncommon _ mode of ſhewing attach» 
ment. 


* 5 


as us of _ Eſtabliſh" d Church to | 
ſpeak in the language of your Sixth Reſo- 


lution: give us alſo leave to exhort our : 
Friends ; to call on them 60 to ſpare no 
pains, to be diſcouraged by no repulſes, 
to be neither timorous, nor * CARELESS, | 
nor IN pol ENT, but to perſevere in the uſe 
of all law ful methods, that what we con- = 


. eine 
* ee 7.5 0.4 Kin $ brei. of colouonuſ | 


k. 21 N 7 
'c ceive to * en. the voice of truth ” in 4 
5 political ſenſe (for yourſelves are not agreed 
0 what it is in a religious ſenſe) may be heard 
to the firm Eſtabliſhment of our N ational 
Church. Our earneſt though humble 


deſires to ſecure the Eftabliſh'd Church, 


are equally juſt and reaſonable as. s your - 


| demands to weaken it, 


And be aſſured, that the thanks of . 
hain: expreſs d i in your Eighth Reſo- 
. lution, cannot be more warm to the Gen- 5 


; tlemen there mentioned, than our thanks = 
£0 are to the Conſtitutional Majority of 


Members, who were firm in ſupporting 
: what by Law is Eſtabliſh d, and what | 
5 every Member TRUE to the Conſtitution 
is bound to ſupport, viz, Eccleſiaſtical as 
well as Civil Government: and as in your 
Ninth Reſolution you are determin'd on 
| your own . and recommend it moſt | 


1 22 T Y 
earneſtly to all your avi to o bew a 
particular and mark'd attention, at * 
enſuing General Election, to the intereſt i 
of ſuch Candidates” as will vote for no 85 
Teſt ; you cannot but grant us the privi- 


5 lege of exerting our utmoſt endeavours for 
thoſe Candidates who will vote for a Teſt 
of fore kind or another. | 


But Gentlemen, Mow me to obſerve, 


that your Ninth Reſolution unfortunately - 
5 contradicts all you had been ſaying. The 
tenor of the preceding Reſolutions is a - 


complaint that in Political matters pre- : 


ference is given to one deſcription of men 
rather than to another, on account of 
Religious Principles: but in the Ninth 

- Reſolution, yourſelves intimate too plainly 5 
a fix'd determination to prefer Diſſenters 
and Advocates for Diſſenters, to Candi- 
dates of the Eſtabliſh'd Church, It is 


true, 


1 y” 
true, ; ye pes is, well affected 0 
the cauſe of Civil and Religious Liberty: 
and we of the Eſtabliſhment never will 
ſupport any Candidates who are not. ſo 
affected: but when you and we come to 
explain fairly what we ſeverally mean by 
that expreſſion ** well affected to the Cauſe 
of Civil and Religious Liberty; on this 
particular occaſion, you will ſay you mean = 
Diſſenters, and we ſhall acknowledge we 
mean Church- of- England Men. And 
chus you are become advocates for that * 
very preference, which you had hitherto 
been reprobating. That a greater degree 
of encouragement ſhould be given to men 
of your own principles, than to men of . 
our opinions, you ſcruple not to avow. 1 5 
You call on voters throughout the king- 
dom to honour with a ſeat in Parliament 
thoſe only, who are of your perſuaſion : 
and ſurely in effect this goes to the exclu- 
N ſion 


* 


„ 


Bon of all who a are otherwiſe bebt 
Might not Candidates who are of the 
latter deſcription, and whom you. raiſe the 
Nation to oppoſe, might not they com- 
plain, at leaſt with as much reaſon as þ ; 
; yourſelves, that they are © ſtigmatized ?” | 
Or will you judge fairly in this caſe, and 
_ tay, Of courſe thoſe Candidates have 2 
"hight to maintain their own Prineiples 1 
but we alſo have a Right to ſupport 1 

whom we pleaſe.” If you will thus reply, | 


(and no otherwiſe can you reply,) we of 5 _ 


the Eſtabliſh d Church act exactly upon 


_ the ſame maxim. Government preſumes | 


not to interfere with your Religious 


Opinions: friendly as it is to Civil and 
Religious Liberty, 1 in the trueſt and fulleſt 1 


— ſenſe of that word, it abhors the very idea 
of perſecution in Matters of Faith: it 


leaves to Men of all denominations, Jews 
and Mahometans ;  Muggletogians, Sandi- 
| manians 


1 25 T 


1 5 manians and Moravians; z Browniſts and 


Preſbyterians ; Calviniſts and Lutherans 3 


. Socinians and Unitarians; 3 Arians and 8 


bs Athanafians ; to all theſe it leaves the 2 
Natural Right which each Man has to 
embrace his own particular tenets, and to 
worſhip wherever each may find his own 


tenets inculcated: at the ſame time how- 8 


N ever for the fake of UNANIMITY and 
 Vi6oR in the Conſtitution, it deems the | 
ENCOURAGING of ſome particular tenets © 
to be more eligible, becauſe more con- 


: ducive to peace and order, than the bringing 5 


together of all Men of all perſuaſions A 
diametrically contrary to each other into = 
offices of National Truſt, on the due 
execution of which offices much of the 
National Intereſt depends. In this manner 
of proceeding, the dictates of common 
prudence are purfued; for probably the 
: different offices would not be duly exo - 
„% i 8 cuted 


cuted if Diſſenſions et the syſtem 
of Government : but it might reaſonably 


| be apprehended that Diſſenſions would 


pervade the whole Syſtem, if Men of 9 
2 principles directly oppoſite to each other 
were admitted to fill the ſeveral depart- : 


ments in this our Country, which being 


a 3 


Y 


' Theſe, Quits, are c Retmarks for 45 
which you indulgence | was requeſted ; 3 
| Remarks ; 


| the Scat and Centre of Supreme Govern- 
ment to the many Subordinate Adminiſtra- | | 
tions eftabliſh'd in the ſeveral quarters of 
15 our extenſive Dominion, requires at Home 
on ALL Subjects connected with Civil - 
and Religious Concerns, the utmoſt Con- ; 
cord and Harmony attainable among Eight 
Millions of Free People, i in order to diffuſe 
A powerful, effectual, energetic influence 
through every diſtant part of the Britiſh 


7 1 


Remarks W in no ſmall 1 
from the reſpectability of your Meeting. 


When it was known that Gentlemen of = 5 


. opulence, credit, education, underſtanding, 
virtue and piety, had aſſembled to com- 
5 plain of Grievances under a Government 


ſo mild and equitable as our own, a - 


5 Government which reſts on the broadeſt 
Line of PRACTICABLE Liberty ; the 
i Writer thought it proper to conſider the 
grounds which could occaſion complaints 
5 from ſuch a Body. The reſult of his 
conſideration has been communicated to 
1 to you in a manner, he hopes, inoffenſive, 
as it is s cool and dlifpaſionane.! 1 8. 


4 am, Gentlemen, yours, ce. 


sere. 22, 17%. 
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